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Reviewer:
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NEVERhaveI come
acrossso many new

wordsas I did whenread-

ing thisbook.Someof
them,like

"paraphysics",

I
couldn'tfind in the diction-

ary.Others,suchas "gem-

atria","geomancy"and
"psychometry" did appear.

Their cumulative effectwas
to createan

atmosphere
of

suspicionratherthan mystery,

in whichthe authors appearto
playa kindof

confidencetrick

on the reader,usingpseudo-

scientific mumbo-jumbo in the
process.

However,the use of these
words is not sustained

throughoutthe book. Instead,

they subsideinto the back-
groundand, like

rheumatism,

only
occasionally surfaceto

annoythe reader.

This beautifully illustrated
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and attractivebook abounds

with
descriptions

of prehistoric

sitesin Britain, some of them
of immense size.Not onlyare
the sites described, but also
storiesand legendsconnected

with the sites are recounted,

togetherwith possibleex-
plantations

of theirorigin

Some of the
prehistoric

phenomena,which I have
known since childhood,and
whichuntilnow I have re-

gardedas
commonplace,

take
on a new aspectafterreading

this book.Yet, although Brit-
ain can be a

mysteriousplace,

somehow,it can'tbe as mys-
teriousas all that.

It is a commonfault in
human natureto ascribeto the

supernaturalanythingfor
which an immediaterational

explanation cannotbe found,
In earliertimes,the mindsof

peoplewere full of ghosties

and banshees,and thingsthat
went bump in the night

Nowadays,we are more con-
cernedwith UFOs, Martians

and frenetic argumentsabout
whether or not God was an
astronaut.

Thereare plentyof such
examplesin this book.A

church,builtin Irelandin the
eighthcenturyout of loose
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stones,
is shapedlikean in-

vertedcatenary,presumablyto
stop the roof of loosestones

from fallingin. However,
according

to the authors,thecuriousshapemay well have

hadthe
specialpurpose

of at-
tractingand

concentrating

the
cosmicenergies (whateverthat
may mean)alongthe roof
ridge;thus enablingthe said
cosmicenergiesto disperse
withinthe buildingto the
spiritualand physicalbenefit

of anyoneengagedin religious

activityinside.
Now,allthisis a bithard
to take,

especially
as the

authors
go on to attackthescienceof

archaeology

as well

Archaeologists,

they say, are a
mistakenbunchof people,be-
causethey base theirscience

on three unprovenassump-
tions.

The firstof theseassump-

tions,allegedby the authors,

is that
civilisation

can only
existwherethereis a high
level of appliedtechnology,

suchas we haveat
present.

The secondassumption,which
growsoutof the first,is that

the earlierthe remains,the
more primitivethe peoplewho
lelt them.The finalassump-

tionis thatwar has beenthe
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great stimulatorof
civilisation.

Now, you may draw your
own

conclusions
about the va-

lidityof theseallegedassump-

tions.However,the accusation

that
archaeology

is basedon
these

assumptions,

or thatit is
basedon any

assumptions

at
all,is very

difficult

to
believe.

Surely, honest researchers

would collectall the evidence

first,and,onlywhentheirex-
cavations were complete,

wouldthey then interpretand
explaintheir findings.

To do
otherwise

is to adopt

a very dangerousintellectual

practice,to which,for
example,the astronomer

TychoBrahefell victim.He
believedthe Copernicantheo-
ry of a

heliocentricuniverse
to

be
incorrect,

and he spenta
lifetimeamassing observations,

calculations and evidence to

prove Copernicuswrong
However,

he failedin his at-
tempt,and it tooka fresh

mind in JohannesKepler,his
pupil,to

re-evaluate

the great
massof Brahe's workand,by
startingwith the evidencefirst,

show quitesimplythat Coper-
nicuswas rightafterall.

It is hardlyfairof the
authors to accuse archae-
ologistsof this error,when
they come

perilously
closeto
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makingthe same mistake
themselves.They imply,
amongstother tilings,that
burialmounds,known as
"long barrows",and normally

foundon hilltops,couldbe
representations

of space rock
ets,or elsepartof a world-

wide systemof planetaryengi-
neering,which "modified"and
"directed"some subtle form

of
beneficial energy.Thereis,

of course,no evidenceto sub-
stantiatethis theory.Quiteob-
viously,they want to believe

thatthe earthhas beenpre-

viouslyinhabitedby people
witha degreeof

civilisation

at
leastequalto our own,and
that studyof

prehistoric

re-
mainswill yieldthe necessary

proof.

There is, however, one
mysterydescribedby the
authorswhich reallyengrossed

me. A
straight line,drawnon

a map of
.Englandbetweena

pointon the eastcoastnear
Lowestoftand St Michael's

Mountin Cornwall,can be
seento passthroughmanyan-
cienthilltopsitesand churches

dedicatedto St Michael.There

arefartoo manysiteson the
linefor it to be a

coincidence.

They were placedthereon
purpose.Now, what couldbe
the

explanation

of that?

In fact,thislineis by no
meansunique.Thereare thou-
sandsof thesestraight linesall
over Englandand Scotland,

linkingsitesof great
antiquity.

They have been calledleys,
and there has been much
speculation

as to theirpur-
pose;but nobodyreallyknows.

Of course,the authors suggest

many fanciful solutions,none
of whichare halfas

intriguing

and
tantalising

as the mystery

ifself.

On the banksof the River

Wearin Durhamlivea family

who can tracetheirline back

to the twelfth ccutury,but
who are much oldereven than

that. Duringthe fourteenth

century,
the youngheirto the

fitlemade a strangecatch,

whilefishing in the river.It

was a worm of repulsive

appearance.

He flungit intoa
nearbywell and forgotabout
it. However,the creatureconti-

nued to grow,
eventually

to
immensesize,and returnedto
livein the river,fromwhence

it
periodically

went on ex-
cursions,terrorisingthe locals
with its mounting appetite.

Our hero
consulted

a sybil

about the problem.She
advisedhim to wear armour
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with sharpbladesfixedall
overit, so thatwhenthe
creature coiled itself around
him,it wouldgeta nastysur-

prise.Duringthe resultine

battle,the "loathlyworm"
succumbed,and it was washed

awayin bitsby the river.

However,the sybilhad of-
fereda warningtoo — the
youngmanhadto killthe first

livingthinghe saw afterthe
fight.

He had arrangedfor a
houndto be

released
for this

purpose. Unfortunately
he was

so
excited

by his
triumph that

he forgotall aboutthe sybil's

warning,and the firstperson

he saw afterthe fightwashis
own father,come to con-
gratulatehim. As he would
not sacrificehis father,a
cursefellon the family, and,
for nine

generations

no hol-
der of the titleeverdiedin
bed.

Nine
generations

is a long
time,but althoughI cannot

vouchfor the
authenticity

of
this legend, recountedby the
authors,

I havea feeling that
the

present holderof the title

mightwellbelievethe curseto
be stillactive. His name is
Lord Lambton.


