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THE BUMPS IN THE NIGHT

MYSTERIOUS BRITAIN.
By Janet and Colin Bond.
Garnstone Press. 259 pp.
510.60.

Reviewer:

PETER RUSBRIDGE,

N’EVER have 1 come

across SO many new
words as I did when read-
ing this book. Somec of
them, like “paraphysics”, 1
couldn’t find in the diction-
ary. Others, such as “gem-
atria”, “‘gcomancy” and
“psychomelry”™ did appear-

Their' cumulative effect was
lo create an atmospherc of
suspicion rather than mystery,
in which the authors appear to
play a kind of confidence. trick
on the reader, using pseudo-
scientific mumbe-jumbo 1 the
process. '

‘However, the use ot these
words is not sustained
throughout the book. Instead,
they subside into the back-
ground and, like rheumatism,
only occasionally surface to
annoy the reader.

This beautifully illustrated
and attractive honk ahonnds
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and attractive book abounds
with descriptions of prehistoric
sites in Britain, some of them
of immense size. Not only are
the sites described, but also
stories and legends connected
with the sites are recounted,
together with possible ex-
plantations of their origin
Some of the prehistoric
phenomena, which 1 bave
known since childhood, and
which until now | have re-
parded as commonplace, take
: oun a new aspect after reading
: this book, Yet, although Brit-
ain can be a mysterious place,
: somehow, it can’t be as mys-
i lerious as al] that.
It is a common f{ault in
’ human nature to ascribe to the
supernatural  anything for
which an immediate rational
explanation cannot be found,
In earlier times, the minds of
people were full of ghosties
- and banshees, and things that
. went bump in the night
. ,Nowadays, we are more con-
“cerned with UFOs, Martians
+ and frenetic argumerits about
¢  whether or not God was an
o astronaut,

A There are plenty of such
4 examples in this book. A
g church, built in Ireland in the
R4 cighth century out of loose

etarime ;l‘ l."iﬂ-ﬂnl‘l l;l'n AT ;“..
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stones, is shaped like an in-
verted catenary, presumably to
stop the roof of loose stones
However,
according to the authors, the
curious shape may well have
had the special purposc of at-

‘tracting and concentrating the

cosmic energies (whatever that

"mmay mean) alopg the roof

ridge; thus cnabling the. said
cosmic cnergies to disperse

‘within the building to the

spiritual and physical benefit
of anyone engaged in religious
activity inside.

Now, all this is a bit hard
to take, especially as the
authors go on to attack the
science of archaeology as well

l

Archacologists, they say, arc.a
mistaken. bunch of people, be-
causc they base 'their .science
on threc unproven assump-
tions.

The first of these assump-
tions, alleged by the authors,
is that civilisation can only
exist where there is a high
level of applied technology,
such as we have at present.
The second assumption, which
grows out of the first, is that
the carlier. the remains, the
more primitive the people who
lelt them. The final assump-
tion is that war has been the
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tion is that war has been the
great stimulator of civilisation

Now, you may draw your
own conclusions about the va-
lidity of these alleged assump-
tions. However, the accusation
that archacology is based on
these assumptions,, or that it is
bascd on any assumptions at
all, is very difficult 1o believe.
Surely, honest rescarchers
would collect all the evidence
first, and, only when their cx-

cavations were complete,
would they then interpret and
cxplain their lindings.

To do otherwise is to adopt
a very dangerous intellectual
practice, to  which, for.
example, the  astronomer
Tycho ‘Brahe fell victim. He
believed the Copernican theo-
ry of a heliocentric universe to
be incorrect, and he spent a
lifetime amassing observations,
calculations and evidence to
prove  Copernicus  wrong.
However, he failed in his at-
tempt, and it fook a fresh
mind in Johannes Kepler, his
pupil, o re-evaluate the great
mass of Brahe’s work and, by
starting with the evidence first,
show quite simply that Coper-
nicus was right after all,

It s hardly fair of the
authors to accuse archac-
ologists of this error, when
they come pcnluus]}' clﬁse to

s et 2 - i e
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making the samc ' mistake
themselves.  They  imply,
amongst other things, that
burial mounds; . known as
“long barrows”, and normally
found on hill tops, could be
representations. of spacc rock-
cts, or elsc part of a world-
wide system of planetary engi-
neering, which “modified” and
“directed” some subtle form
of benpeficial energy. There is,
of course, no evidence to sub-
stantiate this: theory. Quite ob-
viously, thev want to believe
.that the earth has been pre-

viously inhabited by pcople
with a degree of civilisation at
least equal to our own, and
that study of prehistoric re-
mains will yicld the necessary
proofl

There 15, however, onc
mysicry  described by  the
authors which really engrossed
me, A straight line, drawo on
A4.map of .England hclween a
point on- thc cast coast vear
Lowestoft and 'St~ Michael's
‘Mount in Cornwall, can be
seen to pass through many an-
cient hilltop sites and churches
dedicated to St Michael. There
are far too many sites on the
line for it to be a coincidence.
They were placed there on
purpose. Now, what could be
the explagation of that?
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In fact, this line is by no
means unique, There are thou-
sands of these straight lines all
over England and Scotland,
linking sites of great antiquity.
They have been called leys,
and there has been much
specufation as to their pur-
pose; but nobody really knows.
Of course, the authors suggest
many fanciful solutions, none
of which ure half as intriguing
and tantalising as thc mystery
itself,

On the banks of the River
Wear in Durham live a family
who can trace their linc back
to the twellth ceutury, but
who are much older even than
that,  During the fourteenth
century, the young heir to the
title made a strangc caltch,
while fishing in the river. It
was a worm of repulsive
appearaoce. He flung it into a
necarby well and forgot about
it. However, the creature conti-
nued to grow, cventually to
immense size, and returned to
live in the river, from whence
it periodically went on ex-

cursions, terrorising the locals
with its mounting appetite.

Our hero consulted a sybil
about the problem, She

ndvised him to wear armour
with c<harn  hladee  Fived  all
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with sharp Dblades fixed all
over it, so that when the
creature coiled itself around
him, it would get a nasty sur-
prisc. During the resulting
battle, the “loathly worm™
succumbed, and it was washed
away in bits by the river.
However, the sybil had of-
fered a warning too — the
young man bad to Kill the first
living ‘thing he saw after the
“light. ‘ e

He had  arranged for a
hound to be released for this
purpose. Unfortunately he was
0 excited by his triumph-that
he forgot all about the sybil’s
warning, and the first person
he saw after the tight was his
own father, come to con-
gratulate him. As he would
not sacrifice his father, a
curse fell on the family, and,
for nine gencrations no hol-
der of the title ever died in
bed. :

_ Ninc generations is a long
time, but although 1 cannot
vouch for the authenticity of
this legend, recounted by the
authors, I have a feeling that
the present holder of the title
might well believe the curse to
be still active. His name s
Lord Lambton,
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